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Environmental Health (EH) Research Scan: Aims and Scope

NCCEH’s EH Research Scan aims to expand awareness of topics in environmental health, in line with NCCEH's vision to be the
indispensable online resource for environmental health practitioners and policy-makers across Canada. “We focus on health
risks associated with the physical environment and identify evidence-based interventions to mitigate those risks.” This review
is not official or peer reviewed. It does not cover all research, news, and information, and NCCEH is not responsible for the
accuracy of the content from media or databases. How to access the items? Click on the link related to each entry and it
should take you to the item. Not all links are open access; some are abstract links where paid journal subscription is required.
COVID-19 Publications are listed in the sections above and there are also COVID-19 Additional Topics at the end of this issue.
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EDITOR PICKS

COVID-19 risks from handling the deceased [field inquiry]
Juliette O’Keeffe, Knowledge Translation Scientist, NCCEH

“The following questions guided the inquiry:

e How long does SARS-CoV=-2 persist on the surface of a body, or in bodily tissues or
fluids, that may be encountered post-mortem?

o [s there evidence for transmission of SARS-CoV-2 from a deceased person to others?

o [s there evidence that persons involved in the handling, transport, and examination
of decedents are at higher risk of COVID-19 infection or mortality?”

Carpooling precautions during COVID-19 [blog]
Shirra Freeman, Knowledge Translation Scientist, NCCEH

“Shared rides have been linked to transmission events.[...] The transmission risks
associated with carpooling are thought to be associated with time spent in the confined
space of cars with people not from the same household.”

Webinar Recording - Psychosocial impacts of the COVID-19 pandemic:

A frame of reference from lessons learned through disasters in Canada
Melissa Genereux, Medical Advisor, CIUSSS de I’Estrie - CHUS

“There are links between observed psychosocial impacts and recovery during these
recent disasters, with learnings that could be applied to the COVID-19 pandemic that
could promote individual and community resilience following disasters....”

Reducing wood smoke and protecting indoor air quality is more important
than ever during the COVID-19 pandemic [blog]

Melanie Langille, Vice President, New Brunswick Lung Association

“Amidst the second waves of COVID-19, we are reminded of the effects the environment
has on our health....”

Scoping Population Health in Impact Assessment (ScopHIA): Canada's

new Impact Assessment Act [blog]
Jennifer Brown, Candace Nykiforuk I I

“This blog examines opportunities for advancing population health equity issues during
the planning phase of the IA process, with particular emphasis on the role of public
health stakeholders.”
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Health Impact Assessments [topic page]
National Collaborating Centre for Environmental Health

The resources listed here are intended to assist public health practitioners to: st e
o Understand what HIAs are and the contexts in which they may be used,

o Qutline the steps, methods, and tools used to conduct an HIA;

e Provide examples of how HIAs influence projects, plans, and policies; and

e Provide case studies and guides relevant for the Canadian context.

Legionella [topic page]

National Collaborating Centre for Environmental Health

The resources listed here are intended to assist environmental and public health e oo
professionals and those responsible for managing water systems in buildings to:
o Understand the health risks associated with exposure to Legionella bacteria;
o Understand the factors that can lead to Legionella survival and growth in building
water systems;
o [dentify the key approaches to managing Legionella risks in buildings,
o Understand the steps needed to respond to Legionella outbreaks and the corrective
actions required.

Building shutdown and re-opening during the COVID-19 pandemic [topic
page]

National Collaborating Centre for Environmental Health A

The resources provided on this topic page are intended to inform EH professionals and
assist property managers with enacting a temporary closure, as well as cleaning, re-
initializing, and safely operating public or commercial facilities under pandemic
conditions. The resources are examples only and additional considerations may be
required for specific facility types and site conditions.

Health Resources for the COVID-19 Pandemic - updated [topic page]

National Collaborating Centre for Environmental Health

NCCEH has prepared a specially curated topic page on Covid-19. Visit
http://www.ncceh.ca/environmental-health-canada/ncceh-health-agency-project/desc
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PERSONAL SERVICE ESTABLISHMENTS

PEST CONTROL
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GUIDANCE (for ‘Occupational Guidance’ — see separate topic heading)
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