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Environmental Health (EH) Research Scan: Aims and Scope

NCCEH’s EH Research Scan aims to expand awareness of topics in environmental health, in line with NCCEH's vision to be the
indispensable online resource for environmental health practitioners and policy-makers across Canada. “We focus on health
risks associated with the physical environment and identify evidence-based interventions to mitigate those risks.” This review
is not official or peer reviewed. It does not cover all research, news, and information, and NCCEH is not responsible for the
accuracy of the content from media or databases. How to access the items? Click on the link related to each entry and it
should take you to the item. Not all links are open access; some are abstract links where paid journal subscription is required.
COVID-19 Publications are listed in the sections above and there are also COVID-19 Additional Topics at the end of this issue.
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Mink farming and SARS-CoV-2: Staying vigilant at the human-

animal interface [blog]
Michael Lee, Environmental Epidemiologist, BC Centre for Disease Control

“In light of the potential risks associated with viral transmission to farmed mink, it
is clear that strong efforts to administer, evaluate, and enforce measures to
prevent the movement of SARS-CoV-2 onto and off of mink farms are paramount.”

Community refrigerators in the time of a pandemic: food-sharing

safety [blog]
Olivia Van Osch, Public Health Agency of Canada Student Outbreak Investigator

“With food-sharing programs gaining more popularity, public health professionals
need to be prepared to mitigate potential food safety risks. Items to consider
when reviewing similar programs include: ...” more

Communicating appropriate cleaning and disinfection practices and

health risks in environmental public health practice
Tina Chen, NCCEH Knowledge Translation Scientist

This article will provide a brief discussion of cleaning and disinfection products
and practices, potential health risks due to misuse and overuse, and how public
health inspectors may play a role in communication and education with various
stakeholders.”

Health in impact assessments for natural resource and large

infrastructure developments — opportunities for public health [blog]
Shirra Freeman, NCCEH Knowledge Translation Scientist

“In 2019 Canada put in place new legislation, the Impact Assessment (I1A)
Act. [...] The implications of this new legislation for the use of HIA and the role
of environmental public health practice in IAs are outlined in this blog.”

Nimble, efficient and evolving: the rapid response of the National

Collaborating Centres to COVID-19 in Canada [commentary]
Maureen Dobbins, Alejandra Dubois, Donna Atkinson, Olivier Bellefleur, Claire
Betker, Margaret Haworth-Brockman, Lydia Ma

“This paper offers an overview of the NCCs as an example of public health
knowledge mobilization in Canada and showcases the NCCs’ contribution to the
COVID-19 response while reflecting on the numerous challenges encountered.”
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GUIDANCE (for ‘Occupational Guidance’ — see separate topic heading)

Cleaning

1. Barrios Andrés JL, Carriba Rodriguez MJ, Aranzamendi Zaldumbide M, Hernandez JM, Viciola Garcia
M. Evaluation of cleaning and disinfection protocols for severe acute respiratory coronavirus
virus 2 (SARS-CoV-2) on different hospital surfaces. Infect Control Hosp Epidemiol. 2021:1-2.
Available from: https://doi.org/10.1017/ice.2021.23.

2. Carleton T, Cornetet J, Huybers P, Meng KC, Proctor J. Global evidence for ultraviolet radiation
decreasing COVID-19 growth rates. Proceedings of the National Academy of Sciences.
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disease 2019 (COVID-19) and associated health risks. Environ Int. 2020;145:106108. Available
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10. Meyers C, Kass R, Goldenberg D, Milici J, Alam S, Robison R. Ethanol and isopropanol inactivation of
human coronavirus on hard surfaces. The Journal of hospital infection. 2021;107:45-9. Available
from: https://doi.org/10.1016/j.jhin.2020.09.026.
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13. Zacarias SM, Manassero A, Pirola S, Alfano OM, Satuf ML. Design and performance evaluation of a
photocatalytic reactor for indoor air disinfection. Environmental science and pollution research
international. 2020. Available from: https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s11356-020-11663-6.

14. Zucker |, Lester Y, Alter J, Werbner M, Yecheskel Y, Gal-Tanamy M, et al. Pseudoviruses for the
assessment of coronavirus disinfection by ozone. Env Chem Lett. 2021:1-7. Available from:
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Death

1. British Columbia Centre for Disease Control. Deceased persons. Provincial guidance to ensure the
safety of workers handling COVID-19 suspected or positive decedents. Vancouver, BC: BCCDC;
2020 Sep 11. Available from: http://www.bccdc.ca/health-professionals/clinical-resources/covid-19-
care/deceased-persons.

2. Inter-Agency Standing Committee (ICRC laW. COVID-19 Inter-Agency guidance for the management
of the dead in humanitarian settings. Geneva, Switzerland: United Nations Office for the
Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs; 2020 Jul 23. Available from:
https://interagencystandingcommittee.org/other/covid-19-inter-agency-guidance-management-dead-
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3. Occupational Health and Safety Association. Postmortem care workers and employers.
Washington, DC: U.S. Department of Labor, Occupational Safety and Health Administration;
2021. Available from: https://www.osha.gov/coronavirus/control-prevention/postmortem-care.

Detection, Non-contact Sensing

1. Khan MB, Zhang Z, Li L, Zhao W, Hababi MAMA, Yang X, et al. A Systematic Review of Non-Contact
Sensing for Developing a Platform to Contain COVID-19. Micromachines. 2020;11(10). Available
from: https://doi.org/10.3390/mi11100912.

2. Taylor W, Abbasi QH, Dashtipour K, Ansari S, Shah SA, Khalid A, et al. A Review of the State of the
Art in Non-Contact Sensing for COVID-19. Sensors (Basel, Switzerland). 2020;20(19). Available
from: https://doi.org/10.3390/s20195665.

Face Masks, Distancing, etc

1. Abboah-Offei M, Salifu Y, Adewale B, Bayuo J, Ofosu-Poku R, Opare-Lokko EBA. A rapid review of
the use of face mask in preventing the spread of COVID-19. International journal of nursing
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3. BrainardJ, Jones NR, Lake IR, Hooper L, Hunter PR. Community use of face masks and similar
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Schools

1.

Alliance for Pandemic Preparedness. Synthesis Report: COVID-19 and Schools January 28, 2021.
Washington, DC: University of Washington; 2021 Jan 21. Available from:
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HOMELESS, VULNERABLE POPULATIONS, HOUSING
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