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Environmental Health (EH) Research Scan: Aims and Scope 
NCCEH’s EH Research Scan aims to expand awareness of topics in environmental health, in line with NCCEH’s vision to be the 
indispensable online resource for environmental health practitioners and policy-makers across Canada. “We focus on health 
risks associated with the physical environment and identify evidence-based interventions to mitigate those risks.” This review 
is not official or peer reviewed. It does not cover all research, news, and information, and NCCEH is not responsible for the 
accuracy of the content from media or databases. How to access the items? Click on the link related to each entry and it 
should take you to the item. Not all links are open access; some are abstract links where paid journal subscription is required. 
COVID-19 Publications are listed in the sections above and there are also COVID-19 Additional Topics at the end of this issue. 

 

 

 

2021 
EH Scan 



    
 

  V O L 5  ( 2 )  F e b r u a r y  2 0 2 1            2 

EDITOR PICKS 

Mink farming and SARS-CoV-2: Staying vigilant at the human-
animal interface [blog] 
Michael Lee, Environmental Epidemiologist, BC Centre for Disease Control 
 
“In light of the potential risks associated with viral transmission to farmed mink, it 
is clear that strong efforts to administer, evaluate, and enforce measures to 
prevent the movement of SARS-CoV-2 onto and off of mink farms are paramount.” 

 

Community refrigerators in the time of a pandemic: food-sharing 
safety [blog] 
Olivia Van Osch, Public Health Agency of Canada Student Outbreak Investigator 
 
“With food-sharing programs gaining more popularity, public health professionals 
need to be prepared to mitigate potential food safety risks. Items to consider 
when reviewing similar programs include: …” more  

Communicating appropriate cleaning and disinfection practices and 
health risks in environmental public health practice  
Tina Chen, NCCEH Knowledge Translation Scientist 
 
This article will provide a brief discussion of cleaning and disinfection products 
and practices, potential health risks due to misuse and overuse, and how public 
health inspectors may play a role in communication and education with various 
stakeholders.” 

 

Health in impact assessments for natural resource and large 
infrastructure developments – opportunities for public health [blog] 
Shirra Freeman, NCCEH Knowledge Translation Scientist 
 
“In 2019 Canada put in place new legislation, the Impact Assessment (IA) 
Act. […] The implications of this new legislation for the use of HIA and the role 
of environmental public health practice in IAs are outlined in this blog.” 

 

Nimble, efficient and evolving: the rapid response of the National 
Collaborating Centres to COVID-19 in Canada [commentary] 
Maureen Dobbins, Alejandra Dubois, Donna Atkinson, Olivier Bellefleur, Claire 
Betker, Margaret Haworth-Brockman, Lydia Ma 
 
“This paper offers an overview of the NCCs as an example of public health 
knowledge mobilization in Canada and showcases the NCCs’ contribution to the 
COVID-19 response while reflecting on the numerous challenges encountered.”  
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https://pubs.ciphi.ca/doi/full/10.5864/d2020-026
https://pubs.ciphi.ca/doi/full/10.5864/d2020-026
https://ncceh.ca/content/blog/health-impact-assessments-natural-resource-and-large-infrastructure-developments
https://ncceh.ca/content/blog/health-impact-assessments-natural-resource-and-large-infrastructure-developments
https://www.canada.ca/en/public-health/services/reports-publications/health-promotion-chronic-disease-prevention-canada-research-policy-practice/vol-41-no-5-2021/rapid-response-national-collaborating-centres-covid-19-canada.html
https://www.canada.ca/en/public-health/services/reports-publications/health-promotion-chronic-disease-prevention-canada-research-policy-practice/vol-41-no-5-2021/rapid-response-national-collaborating-centres-covid-19-canada.html
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Other NCCs 
1. Diallo T. Tools and Methods for Integrating Health into Climate Change Adaptation and Mitigation 

Policies and Strategies Montreal, QC: National Collaborating Centre for Healthy Public Policy;  
2021 Jan. Available from: http://www.ncchpp.ca/docs/2021-Climate-Change-Tools-And-Methods-
Integrating-Health.pdf. 

2. Dobbins M, Dubois A, Atkinson D, Bellefleur O, Betker C, Haworth-Brockman M, et al. Commentary 
– Nimble, efficient and evolving: the rapid response of the National Collaborating Centres to 
COVID-19 in Canada. Ottawa, ON: Public Health Agency of Canada;  2021 Feb 21. Available 

 

 

 

https://pubs.ciphi.ca/doi/abs/10.5864/d2020-026
https://ncceh.ca/content/blog/health-impact-assessments-natural-resource-and-large-infrastructure-developments
https://ncceh.ca/content/blog/health-impact-assessments-natural-resource-and-large-infrastructure-developments
https://ncceh.ca/content/blog/mink-farming-and-sars-cov-2-staying-vigilant-human-animal-interface
https://ncceh.ca/content/blog/mink-farming-and-sars-cov-2-staying-vigilant-human-animal-interface
https://ncceh.ca/content/blog/january-research-scan-covid-19-sections
https://tinyurl.com/yy927yjt
https://nexuswebcast.mediasite.com/Mediasite/Showcase/bc-cdc-showcase/Presentation/9ed7053ca26a475fa4d6c28a4c275f451d
https://nexuswebcast.mediasite.com/Mediasite/Showcase/bc-cdc-showcase/Presentation/9ed7053ca26a475fa4d6c28a4c275f451d
https://ncceh.ca/content/blog/community-refrigerators-time-pandemic-food-sharing-safety
https://ncceh.ca/content/blog/creative-knowledge-translation-using-infographics
http://www.ncchpp.ca/docs/2021-Climate-Change-Tools-And-Methods-Integrating-Health.pdf
http://www.ncchpp.ca/docs/2021-Climate-Change-Tools-And-Methods-Integrating-Health.pdf


    
 

  V O L 5  ( 2 )  F e b r u a r y  2 0 2 1            4 

from: https://www.canada.ca/en/public-health/services/reports-publications/health-promotion-chronic-
disease-prevention-canada-research-policy-practice/vol-41-no-5-2021/rapid-response-national-
collaborating-centres-covid-19-canada.html. 
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Literature. Montreal, QC: National Collaborating Centre for Healthy Public Policy (NCCHPP), 
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http://www.ncchpp.ca/172/Publications.ccnpps?id_article=2099&utm_source=Cyberimpact&utm_medium=e
mail&utm_campaign=E--Bulletin-February-2021. 

4. National Collaborating Centre for Determinants of Health. Conversation series: From risk to 
resilience: A health equity approach to pandemic preparedness, response and recovery. 
Antigonish, NS: St. Francis Xavier University;  2021 02 21 Jan 20. Available from: 
https://nccdh.ca/workshops-events/entry/from-risk-to-resilience. 

5. National Collaborating Centre for Indigenous Health. Healing in Pandemic Times: Indigenous 
Peoples, Stigma and COVID-19.  Prince George, BC: University of Northern British Columbia; 
2021 [updated Jan]; Available from: 
https://www.nccih.ca/495/Healing_in_Pandemic_Times.nccih?id=319. 

6. National Collaborating Centre for Infectious Diseases. Infectious Questions: Waste water 
surveillance as an early detection method for SARS-CoV-2 (Steve E Hrudey).  Winnipeg, MB: 
University of Manitoba; 2021; Available from: https://nccid.ca/podcast-2019-ncov/. 

7. National Collaborating Centre for Methods and Tools. What is known about the risk of transmission 
of COVID-19 during musical activities such as singing or playing a wind instrument, and how 
can these risks be mitigated? Hamilton, ON: McMaster University;  2021 Feb 3. Available from: 
https://www.nccmt.ca/covid-19/covid-19-rapid-evidence-service/33. 

 
 
INDIGENOUS ENVIRONMENTAL HEALTH 
1. Assuah A. Examining the role of and potential for Indigenous and social learning through 

community-based solid waste management in Canadian First Nation communities. Winnipeg, 
MB: University of Manitoba; 2020. Available from: 
https://mspace.lib.umanitoba.ca/handle/1993/35210. 

2. Cheung JS-J, Hu XF, Parajuli RP, Rosol R, Torng A, Mohapatra A, et al. Health risk assessment of 
arsenic exposure among the residents in Ndilǫ, Dettah, and Yellowknife, Northwest 
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AGRICULTURAL OPERATIONS 
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BIOLOGICAL AGENTS 
 
BUILT ENVIRONMENT 
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https://www.bmj.com/content/bmj/372/bmj.n127.full.pdf. 

17. Plascak JJ, Rundle AG, Babel RA, Llanos AAM, LaBelle CM, Stroup AM, et al. Drop-And-Spin Virtual 
Neighborhood Auditing: Assessing Built Environment for Linkage to Health Studies. Am J Prev 
Med. 2020;58(1):152-60. Available from: 
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/abs/pii/S0749379719303897. 

18. Pouso S, Borja Á, Fleming LE, Gómez-Baggethun E, White MP, Uyarra MC. Contact with blue-green 
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CHEMICAL AGENTS – METALS, GENERAL 

General 
1. Brase RA, Mullin EJ, Spink DC. Legacy and Emerging Per- and Polyfluoroalkyl Substances: Analytical 

Techniques, Environmental Fate, and Health Effects. Int J Mol Sci. 2021;22(3). Available from: 
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/33498193. 
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CHEMICAL AGENTS – PESTICIDES 
 

CHEMICAL AGENTS – SHALE GAS 
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