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Environmental Health (EH) Research Scan: Aims and Scope

NCCEH’s EH Research Scan aims to expand awareness of topics in environmental health, in line with NCCEH’s vision to be the
indispensable online resource for environmental health practitioners and policy-makers across Canada. “We focus on health
risks associated with the physical environment and identify evidence-based interventions to mitigate those risks.” This review
is not official or peer reviewed. It does not cover all research, news, and information, and NCCEH is not responsible for the
accuracy of the content from media or databases. How to access the items? Click on the link related to each entry and it
should take you to the item. Not all links are open access; some are abstract links where paid journal subscription is required.
COVID-19 Publications are listed in the sections above and there are also COVID-19 Additional Topics at the end of this issue.
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EDITOR PICKS

Cities for all seasons — Considerations for using outdoor urban

spaces during the winter [blog]
Shirra Freeman

“...public health experts advocate spending time outside while taking appropriate
precautions (e.g., physical distancing, mask-wearing, and hand hygiene) to reap the
health benefits of social, cultural and physical activities in fresh air.”

Outdoor winter dining during the COVID-19 pandemic [field

inquiry]
Angela Eykelbosh

“Regardless of whether dining occurs indoors or outdoors, dining out heightens the risk
of COVID-19 transmission, and this risk is primarily due to spending time unmasked
with another individual whose health status is unknown. The first and most important
means to decrease the risk of dining out is to dine with members of one’s own
household or bubble...” more

Environmental surface and air sampling in the context of COVID-
19 pandemic [field inquiry]
Tina Chen

“This field inquiry describes a scenario in which SARS-CoV-2 RNA was detected via
surface sampling in an office setting. While no cases of COVID-19 have been confirmed
in the office space or in the same office building, other occupants in the building are
wondering about the validity and implications of the sampling result, and whether
environmental sampling should be adopted more widely.”

Air cleaning technologies for indoor spaces during the COVID-19

pandemic [blog]
Juliette O’Keeffe

This document addresses the question, “Can air cleaning devices reduce the risks of
SARS-CoV-2 transmission indoors?" and provides additional considerations and key
messages.

Health Resources for the COVID-19 Pandemic - updated [topic page]
National Collaborating Centre for Environmental Health

National
for Enviranmental Health
‘Centre de collaboration nationale
‘an santé environnementale

NCCEH has prepared a specially curated topic page on Covid-19. Visit
http://www.ncceh.ca/environmental-health-canada/ncceh-health-agency-project/desc
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EDITOR PICKS, conminueo

PHls in the investigation of environmental drivers of elevated

blood lead [journal article]
Esther Tong (right), Tom Kosatsky

“...Here we review the steps involved in investigating higher-level blood lead reports
and the roles and limits of PHI involvement in those investigations.”

Face shields in public: better than nothing but not good enough

[blog]
Angela Eykelbosh

In this blog, several key questions are addressed, including, “What is the evidence for
face shields as source control or personal protection?”, “What is the role for face
shields as a public health tool?”, and “What about when a mask or a face shield just
won’t do?”.

Psychosocial impacts of the COVID-19 pandemic: A frame of
reference from lessons learned through disasters in Canada
[webinar]

Mélissa Généreux

“This presentation details findings from Canadian-led studies on the psychosocial
impacts resulting from communities who experienced large-scale disasters in Canada.”

An Introduction to SARS-CoV-2 - updated [evidence review]
Juliette O’Keeffe, Shirra Freeman, Anne-Marie Nicol

“This document has been updated from previous versions published in April and July
2020 to reflect new findings and provide additional information about the virus that
may be relevant to the public health response. As new evidence and new interpretations
evolve, this document will continue to be updated.”

November Research Scan with COVID-19 sections [blog]
National Collaborating Centre for Environmental Health

This monthly Research Scan highlights recent environmental health publications by
topic and provides easy access to article abstracts and report summaries to support
public health professionals, researchers, planners, students, and others working in
public health. Covid-19 topics are included.
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1. ChenT. Environmental surface and air sampling in the context of COVID-19 pandemic [field

inquiry]. Vancouver, BC: National Collaborating Centre for Environmental Health; 2020 Nov 16.
Available from: https://ncceh.ca/documents/field-inquiry/environmental-surface-and-air-
sampling-context-covid-19-
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National Collaborating Centre for Environmental Health; 2020 Nov 18. Available from:
https://ncceh.ca/documents/field-inquiry/outdoor-winter-dining-during-covid-19-pandemic.

Eykelbosh A. Face shields in public: better than nothing, but not good enough [blog]. Vancouver,
BC: National Collaborating Centre for Environmental Health; 2020 12 04 Dec 4. Available from:
https://ncceh.ca/content/blog/face-shields-public-better-nothing-not-good-enough.

National Collaborating Centre for Environmental Health. Environmental health resources for the
COVID-19 pandemic - updated [topic page]. Vancouver, BC: National Collaborating Center for
Environmental Health; 2020 Nov 17. Available from: https://ncceh.ca/environmental-health-in-
canada/health-agency-projects/environmental-health-resources-covid-19.

National Collaborating Centre for Environmental Health. November research scan with COVID-19
sections [blog]. Vancouver, BC: NCCEH; 2020 Nov 17. Available from:
https://ncceh.ca/content/blog/november-research-scan-covid-19-sections.

National Collaborating Centre for Environmental Health. NCCEH eNews (November 2020) : Outdoor
Winter Dining during the COVID-19 Pandemic. Vancouver, BC: NCCEH; 2020 Nov. Available
from: https://tinyurl.com/y4s4gxn3.

O’Keeffe J. Air cleaning technologies for indoor spaces during the COVID-19 pandemic [blog].
Vancouver, BC: National Collaborating Centre for Environmental Health; 2020 12 10 Dec 10.
Available from: https://ncceh.ca/content/blog/air-cleaning-technologies-indoor-spaces-during-
covid-19-pandemic.

O’Keeffe J, Freeman S, Nicol A-M. An Introduction to SARS-CoV-2 - updated [evidence review].
Vancouver, BC: National Collaborating Centre for Environmental Health; 2020 Nov 18. Available
from: https://ccnse.ca/documents/evidence-review/introduction-au-sras-cov-2.

Webinars

Chen T. Surface cleaning and disinfection in the context of the COVID-19 pandemic [webinar].
Vancouver, BC: National Collaborating Centre for Environmental Health; 2020 Dec 17. Available
from: https://www.eventbrite.ca/e/surface-cleaning-and-disinfection-in-the-context-of-the-
covid-19-pandemic-tickets-129610627877.

2. Gailling C. Healthy social environments: Social connectivity in neighbourhoods [webinar].

Vancouver, BC: National Collaborating Centre for Environmental Health; 2020 12 16 Dec 16.
Available from: https://ncceh.ca/events/ncceh-hbe-forum-healthy-social-environments-social-
connectivity-neighbourhoods.
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for Environmental Health; 2021 01 27 Jan 27. Available from: https://ncceh.ca/events/ncceh-
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2020;289:113094. Available from:
http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0165178120309185.
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8. Kuhn N, Sarkar S, White LA, Hoy J, McCray C, Lefthand-Begay C. Decolonizing Risk Communication:
Indigenous Responses to COVID-19 using Social Media. Journal of Indigenous Social
Development. 2020;9(3). Available from:
https://journalhosting.ucalgary.ca/index.php/jisd/article/view/70919.
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https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC7543603/.

3. Consumers United Allergy National Association. Indoor environmental quality of sustainable
building designs and occupant health. 2020. Available from: https://cuana.org/2020/11/08/indoor-
environmental-quality-of-sustainable-building-designs-and-occupant-health/.

4. Delange Martinez P, Nakayama C, Young HM. Age-Friendly Cities During a Global Pandemic. J
Gerontol Nurs. 2020;46(12):7-13. Available from: https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/33232492/.
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GUIDANCE (for ‘Occupational Guidance’ — see separate topic heading)
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Face Masks, Coverings, other PPE and non-pharmaceutical interventions
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