Scoping Population Health in Impact Assessment

(ScopHIA) Realist Review:

ldentifying Best Practices for Equity in Scoping of Major
Natural Resource Developments and Large-Scale
Infrastructure Projects

. o ‘_‘.'J"! : AR L
R - .A\AAQ o . ST S

~ +_ Jennifer Ann Brown and Candace Nykiforuk =

' et School of Public Health, University of Alberta - S T

National Collaborating Centre for Environmental Health
Environmental Health Seminar
February 24, 2021



> The University of Alberta acknowledges that we
are located on Treaty 6 territory, and respects
the histories, languages, and cultures of First
Nations, Métis, Inuit, and all First Peoples of

Canada, whose presence continues to enrich our

vibrant community.

Edmonton Clinic Health Academy \



Background: Major Projects
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Background: New Legislation
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Background: New Legislation

Canadian Environmental
Assessment Act, 2012

Canadian Environmental
Assessment Agency

Impact Assessment Act, 2019

Impact Assessment
Agency of Canada
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Goals and Objectives

ldentify key leverage points = O

@ Planning Phase C (D) (E
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Implementation of evidence-based best
practices and principles

L L

Promote population health equity as a defining priority within
federal impact assessments




Goals and Objectives

Initial Project Description Federal Authority Advice Record
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Summary of Issues Tailored Impact
Statement Guidelines

Detailed Project Description

Indigenous Engagement
and Partnership Plan

Public Participation Plan




Methods: Document Flow Diagram

Retrieval

Systematic Search n=515

Environmental Impact
Assessment Review

Impact Assessment
and Project Appraisal

Purposive Search n=71

n=321 n=194
Initial Screening
Excluded
n=66 n=62 n=71 h=387
Full Data Extraction
; v v
Excluded
n=62 n=58 n=65 n=14

Analysis and synthesis

for the realist review report
n=185




Methods: Thematic Categories

Health Factors as Valued Components

Multiple Value Systems and Ways of
Knowing

Building Capacity for Engagement and
Partnership
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Results: Key Leverage Points

@ Preparing for Impact Assessments

Collaborating with Federal Authorities in Public Health
C Providing Funding to Indigenous Peoples for Participatory Processes
D Engaging to Identify Broad Issues and Concerns

E Developing Guidance for Impact Assessment




Results: Preparing for Impact Assessments

(i) Pre-Planning Capacity Building Can Help Foster Self-Determination
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Results: Preparing for Impact Assessments

(ii) Transparent Protocols are Necessary for Appropriate Engagement
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O Recognize and respect customary stewardship models and practices 3
O Appropriately engage diverse and/or marginalized sub-populations
O Transparently document procedures and assumptions as protocols ﬁ



Results: Preparing for Impact Assessments

(iii) Public Health Authorities Should be Involved from Early on

0 Develop comprehensive and
shared understanding of
population health equity impacts

O Develop regional structures and/or
networks linking impact
assessment with public health and
healthcare systems




Results: Collaborating with Federal Authorities in Public Health

(i) Federal Authorities in Public Health Can Provide Key Resources and Guidance

O Fund impact assessment research
O Provide advisory assistance and guidance in the planning phase P
O Support field development for public health professionals
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Results: Collaborating with Federal Authorities in Public Health

(ii) Both Publicly Available and Community-Driven Data will be Required
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0 Employ both publicly available and community-driven data sources
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0 Encourage uptake of public health s
assessment

tion in impact

Amazon and Rio Negro Rivers




Results: Collaborating with Federal Authorities in Public Health

(iii) Promoting Scientific Standards Could Improve Key Areas of Practice

O Address methodological diversity

O Provide criteria for assessing significance

O Validate means for addressing, reporting, and communicating
uncertainty




C Results: Providing Funding to Indigenous Peoples for Participatory Processes

(i) Funding Should Support Community-Driven Research and Development Processes

O Link participation and documentary review to broader community-driven
research and development processes

O Facilitate the use of indicators, models, and thresholds that are
meaningful to affected communities




C Results: Providing Funding to Indigenous Peoples for Participatory Processes

(ii) Communities Should have a Meaningful Level of Influence in Decision-Making

LPeA
Société Makivik
Makivik Corporation

O Fully communicate population health implications of projects -
O Facilitate Indigenous-led assessments and knowledge translation
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Results: Providing Funding to Indigenous Peoples for Participatory Processes

(iii) Community Stewardship of Knowledge Products Generated

Example of a Stewardship Policy: O Indigenous knowledge

First Nations Information Governance fipprOprlater understood within
Committee: Impact assessments

Ownership, Control, Access, and O Local control of knowledge
Possession (OCAP®) Principles products




Results: Engaging to Identify Broad Issues and Concerns

(i) Early Engagement Should Foster Social Learning across Participants

O Converse within cultural dynamics

What is Social Lea rning
™ Socil

O Frsted e o O Clear terms and translation into
e Indigenous languages

O Improved literacy in the “imagery,

methodology, and epistemology”
of Indigenous peoples and affected

communities




Results: Engaging to Identify Broad Issues and Concerns

(ii) Multiple Forums Can Help Prioritize Issues and Concerns

O Follow existing cultural protocols

O Recognize seasonal activities and
scheduling constraints on
participation

O Embrace multiple techniques and
ways of understanding issues

O Respect risk perceptions and emotional reactions g
O Ensure online resources are accessible and searchable "




Results: Engaging to Identify Broad Issues and Concerns

(iii) Public Health Frameworks Can Support Comprehensiveness

O Use appropriate public health
frameworks to help ask “the right
guestions” and ensure
comprehensiveness of baseline

Alaska HIA profiles, predicted impacts, and
Program itigations
Health Effect mitig .
Categories O Frameworks can be used summarize
issues, bolster parallel data streams,
and support conversations about =3

public health and healthcare system

collaborations within regions q




Results: Developing Guidance for the Impact Assessment

(i) Promoting Population Health Equity Expertise within a Multi-Disciplinary Project Team

O Reflective and ethical practice
O Expertise in public engagement and
assessment methodologies

O Impact assessment education and training across academic curriculum, =%
institutional accreditation, and professional credentialling




Results: Developing Guidance for the Impact Assessment

(ii) Co-Development and Co-Management through Plans and Guidance

O Co-development and co-
management mechanisms

O Data and information
management plans

Tanu, Haida Gwaii, British CoIVL'erbia




Results: Developing Guidance for the Impact Assessment

(iii) Anticipating Post-Approval Management, Monitoring, and Follow-Up Programs

‘AA'S i

SmartICE Monitdrs in Qikigtarjuaqg, Nunavut

O Anticipate study contributions to post-approval management,
monitoring, and follow-up

O Ensure appropriate accountability and grievance mechanisms

O Data repositories and community networks




Results: Mapping Leverage Points to Key Activities and Deliverables

Initial Project Description Federal Authority Advice Record
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Summary of Issues Tailored Impact
Statement Guidelines

Detailed Project Description

Indigenous Engagement
and Partnership Plan

Public Participation Plan




Implications

Strengthen Community Action

(reative
Supportive
Advocate Environments

Graphic by Sheriff et al., 2014



Conclusions

O The planning phase can provide critical
pathways to promote population health
equity through impact assessments,
helping ensure projects make a net
contribution to the public interest and
sustainability.
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