
W E L C O M E  P O L L

• Do you work in a role that is 
primarily:

• Public health associated?
• Library associated?
• Other?
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Evidence-based 
knowledge 

synthesis and 
translation

Identify 
knowledge gaps

Foster 
networks, build 

capacity for 
Canada’s public 
health system
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Established by the Public Health Agency of Canada in 2005 
to promote evidence-informed public policy. 



O V E R V I E W
Why are libraries excellent public health (PH) 
partners?

How are public libraries (PL) already engaging?

Radon gas as an example of PH-PL
• What is radon? 
• North Van Central Library project

How can we ignite more PH–PL collaborations?

Upcoming: paper to be published January 2023 in 
Environmental Health Reviews

https://pubs.ciphi.ca/journal/ehr


W H Y  A R E  W E  
I N T E R E S T E D  I N  P U B L I C  
L I B R A R I E S ?

Most communities have one!

Trusted- specialized in disseminating information

Visited by a broad cross section of people

Promote equitable access to information

- books, music, the internet, help

PH-PL goals over-lap: improve well-being, reduce 
disparity



L I B R A R I E S  
D O I N G  P U B L I C  
H E A LT H

Library have expanded from traditional 
(like books) to services, activities to 
libraries of things that loan out kits or 
devices.

Offerings often based on the needs and 
interests of the community



S W I T C H I N G  
G E A R S :
R A D O N  G A S

Colorless, odorless radioactive soil gas

Second leading cause of lung cancer

- after tobacco

- over 3000 deaths per years

Accumulates in indoor environments

Requires testing to know level

- reduce if above 200 Bq/m3



R A D O N  A W A R E N E S S  I S  G R O W I N G ;  
T E S T I N G  R E M A I N S  L O W

1 2 / 8 / 2 0 2 2 % homes testing for radon – Statistics 
Canada
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Heard of Radon



P U B L I C  H E A LT H  C H A L L E N G E
Some regions have a high proportion of homes above guidelines

Lack of testing hampers lung cancer prevention



H O W  T O  E N C O U R A G E  T E S T I N G ?

MAPS FREE TEST 
KITS

ON-GOING 
RESEARCH



C O N C E P T  O F  A  
R A D O N  L I B R A R Y  
L E N D I N G  P R O G R A M

Norway project presented at an 
international conference 

• Pippa Boothman (Corentium/AirThings)

Halifax Library was starting a similar 
program 

Worked with NVCL to determine type of 
detectors and “tubs”

BC Lung created a patron survey



A G E N C I E S  I N V O LV E D  I N  T H E  
P R O G R A M



R A D O N  T U B S  A N D  
P R O M O T I O N



R A D O N  K I T S  I N C L U D E

Each kit contains:
1 Radon detector (and user manual)
1 Instruction sheet
4 Government information brochures:

• Take Action On Radon
• Radon: Is It In Your Home?
• Radon: Another Reason To Quit
• Radon: Reduction Guide For 

Canadians



L I B R A R I E S  I N V O LV E D  I N  P I L O T
NORTH SHORE LIBRARIES

• West Vancouver Memorial Library – 6 kits
• North Vancouver District Public Library – 7 kits
• North Vancouver City Library – 6 kits

SUNSHINE COAST
• Bowen Island Public Library – 2 kits
• Gibsons & District Public Library – 3 kits
• Sechelt Library – 3 kits
• Powell River Public Library – 3 kits

SEA-TO-SKY CORRIDOR
• Pemberton & District Public Library – 3 kits
• Squamish Public Library – 3 kits
• Whistler Public Library – 5 kits



P I L O T  P R O J E C T  S U C C E S S E S  A N D  
C H A L L E N G E S
Successes:

• Coordinating through one library helped to streamline the program
• All libraries involved were very receptive and promoted them within their 

communities
• Amazing public response and usage statistics in all libraries
• Funding easy to access

Challenges:
• A very tight project timeframe
• Cataloguing, processing, and promotion varied a bit
• Patron survey not well used



L I B R A R Y  L E N D I N G  P R O G R A M  
E X PA N S I O N - J U S T  B C !
Lillooet Public Library 
(Dec 2018)

Thompson-Nicola 
Regional Library (Feb 
2019)

• Beaver Valley
• Castlegar
• Cranbrook
• Creston 

Valley
• Elkford
• Fernie
• Grand Forks
• Greenwood
• Invermere
• Kaslo

• Kimberley
• Midway
• Nakusp
• Nelson
• Penticton
• Radium Hot 

Springs
• Rossland
• Salmo
• Sparwood
• Trail

Kootenay Library 
Federation (Aug 2019)

• Ashcroft
• Barriere
• Blue River
• Cache 

Creek
• Chase
• Clearwater

• Clinton
• Kamloops
• Logan Lake
• Lytton
• Merritt
• Savona



O T H E R  E X A M P L E S :  H A P P Y  
L I G H T S  ( S A D  L A M P S )



M E M O R Y  C A R E  ( D E M E N T I A )  K I T S



H E A R T  R AT E  S E N S O R  K I T S



C O 2 M O N I T O R  K I T S



F O O D  S O V E R I G N T Y



P A R T N E R S H I P S  W I T H  L O C A L  M E N T A L  H E A L T H  
A G E N C I E S  A N D  R E S O U R C E  C E N T R E S



Equity, Diversity and Inclusion



COMMUNITY CLIMATE RESILIANCE 



H O W  C A N  W E  
S T R E N G T H E N  P H - P L  
C O L L A B O R A T I O N S ?

Poll: Are you already 
engaged in a PH-PL 
collaboration? Of what 
nature?



Accessing medical care and supplies: MEDSHED, hosting, telehealth visits for remote 
communities, training librarians to administer naloxone

Food safety, food security and nutrition: seeds banks; healthy cooking classes; 
composting and gardening workshops; home canning workshops

I-Equity, diversity and inclusion: drag queen story hour; senor reading 
buddies; Indigenous storytelling

Emergency response: warming and cooling shelters during extreme events

Early childhood development: mom and baby groups, babies and music; 
instrument lending

Mental Health: partnerships with care providers

Indoor air quality: lending air sensors, wood moisture meters, DIY air filter workshops

L I B R A R I E S  
A N D  
P U B L I C  
H E A L T H



H O W  C A N  W E  
S T R E N G T H E N  P H - P L  
C O L L A B O R A T I O N S ?

Let’s discuss!

1) What types of new public health-
oriented programs are you planning 
or interested in?

2) What challenges do you see for 
PH-PL projects?



T H A N K  Y O U !Reach out to us for more discussion on PHPL 
partnerships:

• Anne-Marie.Nicol@bccdc.ca

• Angela.Eykelbosh@bccdc.ca

• wzicha@nvcl.ca

Join our mailing list at www.ncceh.ca

This work was made possible by a financial 
contribution from the Public Health Agency of Canada.

Upcoming: paper to be 
published January 
2023 in Environmental 
Health Reviews

mailto:Angela.Eykelbosh@bccdc.ca
mailto:Angela.Eykelbosh@bccdc.ca
mailto:wzicha@nvcl.ca
http://www.ncceh.ca/
https://pubs.ciphi.ca/journal/ehr


Accessing medical care and supplies

Food safety, food security and nutrition

I-Equity, diversity and inclusion

Emergency response

Early childhood development

Mental Health

Indoor air quality

L I B R A R I E S  
A N D  
P U B L I C  
H E A L T H




	WELCOME POLL
	Air quality sensor libraries:�bringing home public health
	Slide Number 3
	OVERVIEW
	WHY ARE WE INTERESTED IN PUBLIC LIBRARIES?
	Libraries doing public health
	Switching gears:�Radon Gas
	Radon awareness is growing; testing remains low
	Public health challenge
	How to encourage testing?
	Concept of a Radon Library Lending Program
	Agencies Involved in the Program
	Slide Number 13
	Radon Kits Include
	Libraries Involved in Pilot
	Pilot Project Successes and Challenges
	Library Lending Program Expansion- Just Bc!
	Other examples: Happy Lights (SAD Lamps)
	Memory Care (Dementia) Kits
	Heart Rate Sensor Kits
	CO2 Monitor Kits
	Food Soverignty
	Partnerships with Local Mental Health Agencies and Resource Centres
	Slide Number 24
	Slide Number 25
	How can we strengthen PH-PL collaborations?
	Libraries and public health
	How can we strengthen PH-PL collaborations?
	Thank you!
	Libraries and public health
	Slide Number 31

