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Today’s Presentation
1. NH Background, Context, Challenges

2. Findings

- the impacts of resource development 

- leading practices for assessment and monitoring

3. Development of Knowledge Translation Tools

4. Examples of our application of these learnings into 
practice

5. Successes, challenges and lessons learned.

6. Next Steps

NH Office of Health and Resource Development

April 18, 2019: Paradox of Wealth and Health: Resource Development and Social 
Determinants of Health (presented by Barbara Oke and Melissa Aalhus, Health and 
Resource Development Office, Northern Health)

With a guest appearance from Dr. Margot Parkes, Associate Professor at 
UNBC, and Director of the Environment and Community Health Observatory 
(ECHO)

http://www.ncceh.ca/content/paradox-wealth-and-health-resource-development-and-social-determinants-health-0


Northern Health Context

Source:The Cumulative Impacts Research Consortium  

Rural Health Authority 

~ 300,000 people 
~ 600,000 km2

Source: Tahltan Emergency 

Operations Centre

Source: LNG Canada



Office of Health and Resource Development
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Where’s the 

evidence?

How does it apply 

to my project?
Why does health care 

relate to housing, 
poverty, etc. ?

How do we assess 

these impacts What indicators 

should be used?

What are leading

practices?

What are the 

impacts?



www.northernhealth.ca/services/programs/office-health-and-resource-development



Source: ECHO Network



Working with Knowledge Users

Source: ECHO, AB CaseSource: ECHO Network

Source: ECHO Network



Findings – Health Impacts
Employment, income and 

income equities 

Cultural practices & connections 

to culture

Formal and informal 

economic activities

Life control, self determination 

and self governance

Working conditions Social connectedness

Food security Mental health, substance use 

and family dynamics

Housing and cost of living Community safety and crime

Pressures on health care 

systems

Sexual health, sex w ork and sex 

traff icking

Education Gender-related impacts

Connections to lands and 

w aters

Etc.



Leading Practices for Assessments and Monitoring



Knowledge Translation Issues/Challenges

● Reflecting the 
complexity/diversity
of local impacts 

● Recognizing the 
resilience/agency of 
communities while also 
reflecting the significance of 
negative health impacts

● Ensuring guidance is clear and 
practicable 







Leading 
Principles and 
Practices for 

Assessments & 
Monitoring 

Assessment and Monitoring- Early figure





How We Are Using These Tools

Projects

● Individual project assessments (e.g. Environmental 

Assessments, permitting)

Health In All Policies

● Government policies, regulations & initiatives, such as: 
– Local land use planning

– Provincial initiatives

– Federal initiatives

Building Awareness

● Newsletters and presentations

Source: ECHO

Source: BC EAO

Source: The Closure 
Library  Authors



EA Successes  

Red Mountain Gold Mine - 2018
Condition 17. Housing Strategy

h) Means by which the Holder will assess and mitigate potential 
adverse effects to sub-populations in the District of Stewart who 

may be more vulnerable to Project related effects on housing.

Condition 18. Social Effect Management Plan

f) How the Holder will monitor local demand for childcare and 
early childhood education programs and measures that the 

Holder will implement to ensure that there are adequate 
programs available for Employees and their families in the 

District of Stewart; 

Blackwater Gold - 2019
Condition 37:  Community Effects Monitoring and Management Plan

The Holder must include at least the following:
b.iii) a monitoring program for the following potential adverse effects from the Project on the 

communities identified related to: i.) impacts on community services; ii.) impacts on population 
and demographics; iii.) impacts on crime and socially disruptive behaviour; and iv.) impacts on 

community and family well-being;

Source: IAAC (GeoGratis)

Source: IDM Mining



Success: Policy Participation and Impact

Source: BC EAO



ECHO Outputs

BC Enviro-Screen, Dr. Chris Buse



Next Steps

❖ Bringing KT figures and 
information to the 
communities

❖ Ongoing feedback and 
knowledge exchange

Source: ECHO Network



Questions?

https://www.echonetwork-reseauecho.ca/

Presentation Contributors: Special thanks to Dr. Chris Buse, Dr. 

Margot Parkes, Melissa Aalhus, Barb Oke, and Aleyah Williams

Resource.development@northernhealth.ca

https://www.northernhealth.ca/services/program
s/office-health-and-resource-development

mailto:Resource.development@northernhealth.ca
https://www.northernhealth.ca/services/programs/office-health-and-resource-development
https://www.northernhealth.ca/services/programs/office-health-and-resource-development



