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AIR QUALITY
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e Radon, Other

CLIMATE CHANGE

Extreme weather

Flooding

Sea level rise
Wildfires, Other

DISEASES, VECTORS, PESTS

COVID-19
Animal vectors
Insect vectors
Pests, Other

FOOD

e Food safety

e Food security
e Growing food, Other

BUILT ENVIRONMENT

Green& blue spaces
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Noise

Planning & design
Transportation, Other

PUBLIC HEALTH

FUNDAMENTALS

Communication
Health promotion
Health impact assessment

Health equity
One Health, Other

WATER
e Drinking water
e Recreational water
e Small water systems
e Wastewater, Other

NON-CLIMATE
RELATED DISASTERS

Earthquakes
Marine

Terrestrial, Other

OTHER TOPICS

Cannabis products
Tobacco, nicotine products
lonizing, non-ionizing
radiation

Personal services
establishments, Other

SPECIFIC POPULATIONS (children, Indigenous Peoples, older adults, other)

Environmental Health (EH) Research Scan: Aims and Scope

NCCEH’s EH Research Scan aims to expand awareness of topics in environmental health, in line with NCCEH'’s vision to be the
indispensable online resource for environmental health practitioners and policy-makers across Canada. This research scan is
not peer reviewed; it does not cover all research, news, and information, and NCCEH is not responsible for the accuracy of
the content from media or databases. Not all links are open access; some are abstract links where paid journal subscription is
required.

VOL10 (8) August 2026 1



https://ncceh.ca/content/about-us

Haticnal Collaborating Centre
Tar Environrmsantal Health

Canire de collaboration nationals
an santé emvircnnemaniale

EDITOR PICKS

Long-term health impacts of evacuations and widening inequities in
Canada: an annotated bibliography [evidence brief].
Ryan Huff, Shirley Chen, Juliette O’Keeffe, Sarah B. Henderson

“This annotated bibliography presents the findings of a systematic review of literature
reporting on health impacts that extend beyond the early recovery stage for
communities that have experienced evacuations due to climate-related events
including wildfires, floods, landslides, or major storms.”

New guidance supports safe operation of public cold plunge venues
[blog].
Tina Chen, Environmental Health and Knowledge Translation Scientist, NCCEH

“By bringing together current evidence, operational experience, and public health
expertise, this document offers a practical resource for regulators, operators, and
environmental public health professionals working to support the safe operation of
cold-water venues...” more

Disinfectants and sanitizers for use on food contact surfaces [evidence
review].

Tina Chen [with original text by Gaulin C, Lé M-L, Shum M, Fong D.]

“This document reviews Canadian regulations for chemical food contact surface
sanitizers and summarizes characteristics such as targeted organisms,
concentrations, and factors influencing effectiveness of several common active
ingredients that have been approved for disinfecting and sanitizing food contact
surfaces.”

Cracking the case: a multi-strain Salmonella outbreak in Canada linked
to pistachios and pistachio-containing products [webinar — Aug 27].
Megan Striha

“This presentation will trace the outbreak from its initial detection and source
identification through its evolution into a large-scale event involving
multiple Salmonella serovars and strains.”

July research scan [research scan]. @)mﬂmxw

National Collaborating Centre for Environmental Health ==

an sanié

July e-news. Extreme heat risk, preparedness, and response; more. @Dmﬂmxm
National Collaborating Centre for Environmental Health =
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ENVIRONMENTAL HEALTH RESEARCH SCAN

SELECTED PUBLICATIONS

1.

Chen T. New guidance supports safe operation of public cold plunge venues [blog]. Vancouver, BC:
National Collaborating Centre for Environmental Health. 2026 Aug. Available from:
https://ncceh.ca/resources/blog/new-guidance-supports-safe-operation-public-cold-plunge-

venues.

Chen T, Gaulin C, Lé M-L, Shum M, Fong D. Disinfectants and sanitizers for use on food contact
surfaces [evidence review]. Vancouver, BC: National Collaborating Centre for Environmental
Health; 2026 Aug. Available from: https://ncceh.ca/resources/evidence-reviews/disinfectants-
and-sanitizers-use-food-contact-surfaces.

Huff R, Chen S, O’Keeffe J, Henderson SB. Long-term health impacts of evacuations and widening
inequities in Canada: An annotated bibliography [evidence brief]. Vancouver, BC: National
Collaborating Centre for Environmental Health; 2026 Aug. Available from:
https://ncceh.ca/resources/evidence-briefs/long-term-health-impacts-evacuations-and-
widening-inequities-canada.

National Collaborating Centre for Environmental Health. July research scan. Vancouver, BC: NCCEH;
2026 Jul. Available from: https://ncceh.ca/sites/default/files/2026-
07/NCCEH%20Research%20Scan%20-202607.pdf.

National Collaborating Centre for Environmental Health. NCCEH eNews (July 2026): Extreme heat
risk, preparedness, and response; more. Vancouver, BC: NCCEH; 2026 Jul. Available from:
https://app.cyberimpact.com/newsletter-view-online?ct=qPJE6] wD8DA5hrQ-
JHM1KTOTAQRPmMPSy-pHyM3Ucko4TC-ESpvzKFZEsbCunppuWw4wskq7eZGiiNxyFhnatQ~".

Striha M. Cracking the case: A multi-strain Salmonella outbreak in Canada linked to pistachios and
pistachio-containing products [webinar]. Vancouver, BC: National Collaborating Centre for
Environmental Health (NCCEH); 2026 Aug. Available from: https://ncceh.ca/events/upcoming-
webinars/cracking-case-multi-strain-salmonella-outbreak-canada-linked-pistachios.

AIR QUALITY

INDOOR AIR

National Environmental Health Association. Responding to indoor mold concerns: A resource for
Environmental Public Health Professionals. Denver, CO: NEHA; 2026. Available from:
https://pubs.neha.org/indoor-mold-concerns/.
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OUTDOOR AIR

Feldscher K. Analyzing air pollution health, economic risks from Al data centers. Boston, MA:
Harvard T H Chan School of Public Health; 2026 [Apr 8]; Available from:
https://hsph.harvard.edu/news/analyzing-air-pollution-health-economic-risks-from-ai-data-
centers/.

Sanderson P. Health and Safety Guidelines Released for Wildfire Smoke and Poor Air Quality
Among Older Adults. EIN Presswire, Life Assure; 2026 07 29 Jul 29. Available from:
https://www.einpresswire.com/article/930328501/health-and-safety-guidelines-released-for-
wildfire-smoke-and-poor-air-quality-among-older-adults.

Truong MT, Haselden CT, Tuan A-C, Richardson JB. Tracing spatial mid-size Eastern U.S. cities road
dust pollution: insights from source apportionment and health risk assessment. Environ Sci
Poll Res. 2026;33(21):10936-53. Available from: https://doi.org/10.1007/s11356-026-38034-x.

RADON, OTHER

Irwin B, Yao AA, McVea D. Strengthening radon surveillance in British Columbia: Insights from a
qualitative evaluation of the British Columbia Radon Data Repository. Can Commun Dis Rep.
2026;52-7/8. Available from: https://www.canada.ca/en/public-health/services/reports-
publications/canada-communicable-disease-report-ccdr/monthly-issue/2026-52/issue-7-8-july-
august-2026/strengthening-radon-surveillance-british-columbia.html.

FOOD

FOOD SAFETY

Chen T, Gaulin C, Lé M-L, Shum M, Fong D. Disinfectants and sanitizers for use on food contact
surfaces [evidence review]. Vancouver, BC: National Collaborating Centre for Environmental
Health; 2026 Aug. Available from: https://ncceh.ca/resources/evidence-reviews/disinfectants-
and-sanitizers-use-food-contact-surfaces.

Choi Y, Hwang J-S, Doo H, Kwak J, Kang J, Kim H, et al. Key Safety Criteria for Novel Microbial Food
Ingredients: A Comparative Analysis of International Regulatory Frameworks. Journal of
Microbiology and Biotechnology. 2026;36(7):1-10. Available from:
http://imb.or.kr/journal/view.html|?doi=10.4014/jmb.2605.05032.

HealthLink BC. Food safety in child care facilities. HealthLink BC; 2026 Jun 12. Available from:
https://www.healthlinkbc.ca/healthlinkbc-files/food-safety-child-care-facilities.

Maudrie TL, Gillson S, Anderson O, Walls ML, Steinberg R, Williams S, et al. Cultural Food Practices
and Their Potential Role in Mitigating Disordered Eating Among American Indian/First Nations
Youth. J Adolesc Health. 2026;79(3):404-11. Available from:
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.jadohealth.2026.05.006.
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5. Probe It Workplace Training. Complete Guide to Biological Hazards in Food. Mississauga, ON: Probe
It Workplace Training; 2026. Available from: https://probeit.ca/biological-hazards-in-food-
guide/?srsltid=AfmBOooscHXI8PyxhMz1yiCAc3BXBXRO9vWXQ-RahzpGyoDNssUY-JZx.

6. Striha M. Cracking the case: A multi-strain Salmonella outbreak in Canada linked to pistachios and
pistachio-containing products [webinar]. Vancouver, BC: National Collaborating Centre for
Environmental Health (NCCEH); 2026 Aug 27. Available from:
https://ncceh.ca/events/upcoming-webinars/cracking-case-multi-strain-salmonella-outbreak-
canada-linked-pistachios.

7. Weed BD, Carstens CK, Eisenstein TA, Fay ML, Salazar JK. Foodborne lliness Outbreaks Linked to
Microbial Hazards Associated with Non-Dairy Fermented and Cultured Foods in the United
States, 2011-2023. ) Food Prot. 2026;89(7):100813. Available from:
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0362028X26001183.

FOOD SECURITY

GROWING FOOD, OTHER

1. Adeyinka GC, Ajibola OO, Mketo N, Thomas R. Neonicotinoid pesticide residues and heavy metals
contents in four major commercial edible mushroom powders: Quality index, human health
risk and toxicity studies. ) Food Comp Analysis. 2026;156:109332. Available from:
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0889157526004758.

2. Ashokkumar K, Murugan M, Prasath GA, Dhanya MK. Botanical sources, mechanisms and efficacy
of biopesticides derived from plant essential oils. Discover Plants. 2026;3(1):180. Available
from: https://doi.org/10.1007/s44372-026-00662-5.

3. Australian Pesticides and Veterinary Medicines Authority. Neonicotinoids chemical review.
Australia: Australian Government; 2026; Available from: https://www.apvma.gov.au/chemicals-
and-products/chemical-review/listing/neonicotinoids.

4. Labreche F, Prud’homme P, Gagnon M, Dupré N, Gravel S. Occupational exposure to pesticides
increases the risk of amyotrophic lateral sclerosis: a systematic review and meta-analysis.
Occup Environ Med. 2026:0emed-2025-110662. Available from:
https://oem.bmj.com/content/oemed/early/2026/07/28/oemed-2025-110662.full.pdf.

5. Thompson JT, Dobson M, Suhrhoff TJ, Kanzaki Y, Kent C, Bryce L, et al. Integrated thermal and
phytoremediation of agricultural soils impacted by PFAS. Proceedings of the National Academy
of Sciences. 2026;123(30):e2600786123. Available from:
https://www.pnas.org/doi/abs/10.1073/pnas.2600786123.

6. U.S. Office of Water. Draft Guidance for Reducing Risk from Perfluorooctanoic Acid (PFOA) and
Perfluorooctane Sulfonic Acid (PFOS) in Biosolids Washington, DC: US Environmental
Protection Agency (EPA); 2026 Jun. Available from:
https://www.epa.gov/system/files/documents/2026-06/draft-guidance-reducing-risk-pfoa-pfos-
biosolids.pdf.

VOL10 (8) August 2026 5


https://probeit.ca/biological-hazards-in-food-guide/?srsltid=AfmBOooscHXl8PyxhMz1yiCAc3BXBXRO9vWXQ-RahzpGyoDNssUY-JZx
https://probeit.ca/biological-hazards-in-food-guide/?srsltid=AfmBOooscHXl8PyxhMz1yiCAc3BXBXRO9vWXQ-RahzpGyoDNssUY-JZx
https://ncceh.ca/events/upcoming-webinars/cracking-case-multi-strain-salmonella-outbreak-canada-linked-pistachios
https://ncceh.ca/events/upcoming-webinars/cracking-case-multi-strain-salmonella-outbreak-canada-linked-pistachios
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0362028X26001183
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0889157526004758
https://doi.org/10.1007/s44372-026-00662-5
https://www.apvma.gov.au/chemicals-and-products/chemical-review/listing/neonicotinoids
https://www.apvma.gov.au/chemicals-and-products/chemical-review/listing/neonicotinoids
https://oem.bmj.com/content/oemed/early/2026/07/28/oemed-2025-110662.full.pdf
https://www.pnas.org/doi/abs/10.1073/pnas.2600786123
https://www.epa.gov/system/files/documents/2026-06/draft-guidance-reducing-risk-pfoa-pfos-biosolids.pdf
https://www.epa.gov/system/files/documents/2026-06/draft-guidance-reducing-risk-pfoa-pfos-biosolids.pdf

3.

- Maticnal Collaborating Centre
Tar Environrmsantal Health
Cantre de collaboration nationale
. an santé envercnnamantale

WATER

DRINKING WATER

Bannon EB, Lieberman-Cribbin W, Basu A, Mitra A, lzuchukwu C, Ross J, et al. Lithium exposure in
areas of the Western United States: Water and urinary levels in the Strong Heart Family Study.
J Expo Sci Environ Epidemiol. 2026. Available from: https://doi.org/10.1038/s41370-026-00947-
7.

Canadian Waste Water Association Drinking Water Quality Committee. Cyanotoxins in drinking
water [fact sheet]. Ottawa, ON: CWWA; 2026 Jul. Available from: https://cwwa.ca/wp-
content/uploads/2026/07/Cyanobacteria-in-Drinking-Water-1.pdf.

Canadian Waste Water Association Drinking Water Quality Committee. Microplastics in drinking
water [fact sheet]. Ottawa, ON: CWWA; 2026 Jul. Available from: https://cwwa.ca/wp-
content/uploads/2026/07/Microplastics-in-Drinking-Water-Fact-Sheet-1.pdf.

de Leon Rabago R, Li L, Tu Q. Impacts of wildfire-related chemicals on surface drinking water
sources: Status and research gaps. Sci Total Environ. 2026;1017:181472. Available from:
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0048969726001324.

Nguyen N-M, Mawdsley AL, Le THL, Wyrwoll P, Longboat S, Grafton RQ. Proximate causes of unsafe
drinking water access in Ontario, Canada: First Nations versus non-First Nations communities.
Water International. 2026 06 29:1-30. Available from:
https://doi.org/10.1080/02508060.2026.2684883.

Simon KR, Bloomquist T, Rajeev T, Hernandez A, Kulali S, Burjak M, et al. Prenatal exposure to
fluoride in public water and child cognition in the US ECHO cohort, 2006-2019. Am J Epidemiol.
2026:kwag186. Available from: https://doi.org/10.1093/aje/kwagl186.

RECREATIONAL WATER

Administration Staff. Keep livestock, pets and people out of lakes with blue-green algae. Prince
George Daily News. 2026 07 18 Jul 18. Available from:
https://pgdailynews.ca/index.php/2026/07/18/keep-livestock-pets-and-people-out-of-lakes-
with-blue-green-algae/.

SMALL WATER SYSTEMS

WASTEWATER, OTHER
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How One Manitoba Community Is Using Nature to Manage Stormwater. International Institute for
Sustainable Development; 2026 Jul 7. Available from: https://www.iisd.org/niws/floating-
treatment-wetlands.

Forster V. Meta Al data center linked to rare bacteria in city’s water system. Forbes. 2026;Jul 9.
Available from: https://www.forbes.com/sites/victoriaforster/2026/07/09/meta-ai-data-center-
linked-to-rare-bacteria-in-citys-water-system/.

Irwin B, Prystajecky N, Singal M, Relova S, Smith A, McVea D. Wastewater surveillance as an early
warning indicator for norovirus: Validating wastewater signals against clinical indicators in
British Columbia, Canada, 2021-2025. Can Commun Dis Rep. 2026;52-7/8. Available from:
https://www.canada.ca/en/public-health/services/reports-publications/canada-communicable-
disease-report-ccdr/monthly-issue/2026-52/issue-7-8-july-august-2026/validating-wastewater-
signals-against-clinical-indicators-british-columbia-canada-2021-2025.html.

Kerry M, Boxall J, Crook B, Parris A, Smith D, Brookes J, et al. Biofilms as an early indicator of
Legionella colonisation within evaporative cooling towers. Environmental Science: Water
Research & Technology. 2026;12(8):2505-19. Available from:
https://doi.org/10.1039/d5ew01112d.

Kim K. Data Center Cooling Water Discharge: Assessing Environmental Transparency and
Information Gaps. UC Law Environmental Journal. 2026;32(2). Available from:
https://repository.uclawsf.edu/hastings environmental law_journal/vol32/iss2/4/.

Manore AJW, Coonishish J, Duguay I, Fuller C, Ottereyes J. La surveillance des eaux usées comme
indicateur d’alerte précoce du norovirus : validation des signaux issus des eaux usées par
comparaison avec les indicateurs cliniques en Colombie Britannique, Canada, 2021-2025. Can
Commun Dis Rep. 2026 07 21;52(7/8). Available from:
https://www.canada.ca/content/dam/phac-aspc/documents/services/reports-
publications/canada-communicable-disease-report-ccdr/monthly-issue/2026-52/issue-7-8-july-
august-2026/ccdrv52i78a08f-fra.pdf.

Staff. Legionella Control for Data Centres. 2026; Available from:
https://legionellacontrol.com/legionella/legionella-control-for-data-centres/.

Traylor DO, Anderson EE. Al Data Centers, Water Use, and Maternal Health: An Emerging
Environmental Justice Issue for Pregnant and Lactating People. International Journal of Socially
Responsible and Sustainable Healthcare (IJSRSH). 2026;2(1). Available from: https://www.igi-
global.com/article/ai-data-centers-water-use-and-maternal-health/405512.

CLIMATE CHANGE
EXTREME WEATHER

Bratu A, Sharma A, Closson K, Gislason M, Hogg RS, Logie CH, et al. Socio-demographic disparities in
climate change anxiety among British Columbians impacted by successive extreme weather
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