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Our concern

¢)
We are part of a national Working Group on
Planetary Health and Societal Wellbeing.

We began with the following concerns:

Global ecological changes - the
Anthropocene, for short, and including
climate change - are a major - and
arguably an existential - threat to health
and wellbeing

There is no CIHR Institute for research on
nvi_ronment and health




We are waging war on

V.
@ hature

Climate change alone has been called ‘‘the
single biggest health threat facing
humanity’’ by the WHO

UN Secretary General Antonio Guterres
has said: “Humanity is waging war on
nature. This is suicidal”




Academic Health Institutions’
Declaration on Planetary Health

®
Academic health institutions declare the
health of the planet a Code Red
emergency and call for immediate
iImplementation of planetary health
education and research, and the transition
to climate-resilient and low-carbon health

systems in order to build a healthy,
sustainable, and just future for all.

Association of Faculties of Medicine of Canada




') The built environment
matters too

While we live 1009, of the time within natural
ecosystems

We spend 909, of our time indoors, and
We are more than 809, urbanised

This means the natural environment and the built
environments it contains are hugely important
factors continuously shaping the health of humans
and all species.

“First we shape our buildings, then they shape
~us.”




') Environmental justice
IS a key Issue

The impacts of both the massive and rapid global
ecological changes and the design and quality of
our built environment are not experienced equally.

There is a growing awareness and recognition that
future pathways must centre the autonomy,
knowledge, perspectives and practices of
Indigenous Peoples in the face of global
ecological and societal crises.

The important roles of global Indigenous Peoples’
leadership and ways of knowing have been
recognlzed in several recent UN reports as weII
| UN Secretary General.




'> Reconciliation must
Include the earth

‘““reconciliation will never occur unless we
are also reconciled with the earth.”’

Report of the 2015 Truth and
Reconciliation Commission

Such reconciliation, after centuries of
colonization, requires a decolonizing lens
for future research investment,
Infrastructure, and relations.




@ Our position

The absence of an Institute
devoted to the study of
environments, health and
wellbeing is untenable as human-
iInduced changes to our planetary
life support systems are becoming
a major threat to the health of
humans and all species, in Canada
_and around the world.




Societal need

®
Canada needs a new Institute focused
on environments, health and wellbeing
to research the impacts of
environmental change on human health
and wellbeing, and on health systems,
and engender a next generation of

Innovative, evidence-informed actions
that not only reduce harm but seek to
improve the natural and built

ironment by addressing the




Complex

@ Interdisciplinary work

This research should also consider social,
political, economic, legal and related drivers of
ecosystem decline and unhealthy built
environments, and how these drivers shape health
and wellbeing for all. Such research can
contribute to the creation of a Wellbeing Society.

This is in line with the recent report of the
Advisory Panel on the Federal Research Support
System, which noted the “increasingly complex,
collaborative, multi- and interdisciplinary work
needed to address the world’s most pressing
challenges.”.




Collaborate with other

@ disciplines

Recognize that optimising human health is
one of the most persuasive motivators for
change and collaborate with other
disciplines such as engineering,
agriculture, architecture, urban planning,
communications, behavioural sciences, and
art to de-silo efforts and lead planetary
health research, policy, and advocacy
aimed at real-world implementation of
solutions.

Academic Health Instituti
Declaration on Pl




Areas of focus include,

/
@ but are not limited to:

Global ecological change The built environment
(planetary health, eco-
health and one health)

Indigenous Peoples’
knowledges and
approaches. Environmentally
sustainable, low-carbon
and climate-resilient
health care and supply
chain

Environmental justice

Community-based
participatory research

Political economy and
political ecology of health
and wellbeing

Environmental exposure,
epidemiology and
toxicology

Implementation science
and evaluation of impact




@ The benefits to Canada

As a society, we need to understand the
drivers of the environmental challenges we
face, the changes that are needed to address
them, and the best ways to meet those
challenges, make those changes and track
progress.

We need the research capacity that would
enable Canada to undertake the complex,
collaborative, multi- and interdisciplinary work
needed to address Canada’s and the world’s
- t pressing challenges with respect: |




%)
This research would enable the transition
to a Wellbeing Society that ensures
equitable health now and for future
generations without breaching ecological
limits, as well as supporting health

systems in becoming sustainable, low
carbon and resilient.

Preparing early career researchers and

next-generation scholars for the challenges

we are amidst, and to position Canada on
'nternatlonal stage as leaders in thi




Dr." Amira Aker, Postdoctoral fellow, Centre de
recherche du CHU de Québec - Université Laval

Dr. BarbaraAstle, Director MSN Program and
Professor, School of Nursing, Trinity Western University

Dr. Jeff Brook, Associate Professor, Occupational &
Environmental Health Division, Dalla Lana School of
Public Health, University of Toronto

Dr. Chris Buse, Assistant Professor, Faculty of Health
Sciences, Simon Fraser University (/nterim lead
contact) chuse@sfu.ca

Dr. Heather Castleden, Professor/Impact Chair in
Transformative Governance for Planetary Health,
Faculty of Human and Social Development, University of
Victoria

Dr. Raina Fumerton, , Medical Health Officer, Northern
Health

Dr. Trevor Hancock, Emeritus Professor, School of
Public Health and Social Policy, University of Victoria

Dr. Courtney Howard, Clinical Associate Professor,
Cumming School of Medicine, University of Calgary.

Dr. Jeff Masuda, Professor, School of Public Health and
Social Policy, University of Victoria

indsay McLaren, Professor, Department of
h Sciences, University of Calgary

Members of the Working Group on
Environments and Health Research

Dr. Christopher McLeod, Associate Professor and Head,
Occupational and Environmental Health Division,
School of Population and Public Health, UBC

Dr. Husein Moloo, Director Planetary Health, Faculty of
Medicine, University of Ottawa

Dr. Margot Parkes, Professor, School of Health
Sciences and Northern Medical Program,
University of Northern British Columbia

Dr. Daniel Rainham, Professor of Health Promotion,
School of Health and Human Performance, Faculty of
Health, Dalhousie University

Dr. Nicole Redvers, Deninu K’ue First Nation, Associate
Professor, Western Research Chair & Director,
Indigenous Planetary Health, University of Western
Ontario

Dr. Michael Schwandt, Medical Health Officer,
Vancouver Coastal Health

Dr. Tim Takaro. Professor Emeritus, Faculty of Health
Sciences, Simon Fraser University

Dr. Jena Webb, Directrice des programmes/director of
programmes, CoPEH-Canada

Dr. Robert Woollard, Professor, UBC Department of
Family Practice
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