Health Canada invites you to share your views on prioritizing indoor air quality issues
[bookmark: _GoBack]Health Canada’s Indoor Air Quality Program develops guidelines and other forms of guidance and promotes best practices to improve indoor air quality by assessing, researching, and communicating the health effects of indoor air pollutants and strategies to reduce exposure. Health Canada’s indoor air publications are intended to support the needs and activities of provinces, territories, municipalities, non-governmental organizations, industry, and other federal agencies and departments, as well as the Canadian public directly. 
Health Canada has developed a process to prioritize indoor air contaminants for assessment. This process is to be conducted approximately every three years. An overview of the process is available online at: 
https://www.canada.ca/en/health-canada/services/air-quality/residential-indoor-air-quality-guidelines/risk-assessment-prioritization-process-indoor-air-contaminants.html
Greater priority is assigned to contaminants for which there is new information suggesting a health concern due to inhalation exposure at levels that may be found in indoor air. However, the decision on next steps for each contaminant also involves consideration of other criteria, such as availability of data, stakeholder requests, partner needs, and other governmental activities. Possible outcomes include:
· development of an Residential Indoor Air Quality Guideline;
· proposal of an Indoor Air Reference Level;
· guidance or communication products;
· inclusion in indoor air exposure studies; or 
· consideration in subsequent prioritization exercises.  
We are interested in your perspective on priorities in terms of individual and classes of indoor air contaminants for which a health-based exposure limit may be beneficial; as well as broader indoor air issues, sources, and indoor environments (residential and non-residential) of concern. Therefore, we would appreciate your responses to the questions below. Replies should be sent to the Air Quality Program [HC.air.SC@canada.ca] by July 30.

	Name
	

	Organization
	

	Email
	






Question 1:
Please provide a list of indoor air contaminants for which a health-based exposure limit may be beneficial to your organization. Below is a list of contaminants that may be considered for health-risk based prioritization due to a variety of reasons, including identification of recent international assessments, new health effects data, or indications of increased exposure in certain scenarios. You may wish to use this list to identify contaminants of interest, but please note that you are not restricted to proposing contaminants on this list. In addition, information on the potential use of the health-based exposure limit(s) would be appreciated, if possible.
Response:
	







Question 2:
Health Canada’s Indoor Air Quality Program has previously developed guidance for non-residential (i.e. public) indoor spaces, such as ice arenas and cleaner air spaces (i.e. shelters used during wildfire smoke events). Are there other non-residential indoor spaces that should be prioritized for future investigations/guidance development from an indoor air quality and health perspective?
Response:
	







Question 3:
Please provide any other indoor air quality issues you think should be a priority for Health Canada (e.g. certain sources or behaviours that generate indoor air contaminants). An explanation for why you feel the issue is a priority and how you think Health Canada could potentially address it (e.g. further research, guidance development, publication of communication materials for the general public) would also be appreciated.
Response:
	






If you have any other questions or comments, please feel free to provide them.
Thank you very much for taking the time to share your areas of interest.

List of Indoor Air Contaminants
	1,3-Butadiene

	1,4-Dichlorobenzene

	1-Propene, 3-chloro (Allyl chloride, 3-chloropropene)

	2-Butoxyethanol (ethylene glycol monobutyl ether)

	Ammonia

	Aniline

	a-Pinene

	Dibutyl Phthalate (DiBP, DnBP)

	Dichloromethane (methylene chloride)

	d-Limonene

	Ethylene oxide

	Isopropyl alcohol

	Methyl ethyl ketone (2-butanone)

	Methyl isobutyl ketone (MIBK)

	Naphthalene

	Propionaldehyde (propanal)

	Styrene

	TCEP (Tris(2-chloroethyl) phosphate)

	Tetrachloroethene (tetrachloroethylene, PCE)

	Toluene

	Toluene diisocyanate

	Trichloroethylene



